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EDITORIAL 

P R O G R E S S  

Pres ident 's  M e s s a g e  

BY J. J. VOLL~RTS~N 

Since its inception the American Oil Chemists '  Society has been for- 
tunate  in having among its active members  men who were willing, at  
great  personal sacrifice, to devote considerable t ime to the advancement  of 
the society's welfare. They  were possessed of the spirit of pioneers and 
the willingness to labor in order to make their visions realities. Previous 
to its formation there existed numerous methods for the analysis of cotton- 
seed products, which resulted in m a n y  disagreements in analyses. The  
standardizat ion and adoption of methods for this class of work, assistance 
in formulating the rules of the In ters ta te  Cottonseed Crushers'  Association 
and the Smalley Foundation, which has increased the accuracy of the 
nitrogen and oil determinations to a remarkable degree, s tand as testi- 
monials to the fact  tha t  their work was well done. Their  example is our 
heritage and incentive to carry on the work so well begun. 

Unfortunately,  all of our members  cannot  a t tend the meetings of the 
society, and thus obtain the inspiration which comes from listening to the 
reports  and papers which are delivered, and from the personal contact  
with their fellow chemists. Likewise we cannot all serve on the committees 
which are selected by  the President, with the advice of the respective 
chairmen. This, however, should not deter any member  from giving some 
thought  to the work of the society, and offering his suggestions and co- 
operation to the committees which are working on problems in which he 
is especially interested. In  his daily work he may  encounter conditions 
which have a pert inent  bearing on the work of some committee,  and by  
reporting it to the chairman he would great ly aid the progress of the work. 
With  such co6peration the work of the committees would be simplified and 
made more effective. 
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L a s t  y e a r  wi tnessed  the  fo rma t ion  of severa l  new commit tees .  T h e  
P l ann ing  C o m m i t t e e  began  a l i t t le  la te ,  b u t  m a d e  themse lves  fel t  in the  
work  of some of the  commi t t e e s  b y  the i r  suggest ions.  F o r  severa l  yea r s  
t h e  officers of the  socie ty  have  t r i ed  to  e x p a n d  i ts  in te res t  in fields o ther  
t h a n  those  concerned  en t i r e ly  wi th  co t tonseed  oil and  i ts  r e l a t ed  branches .  
T h e i r  success is ev idenced  in  the  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a C o m m i t t e e  on the  
Ana lys i s  of Commerc i a l  F a t s  and  Oils, and  a De te rgen t s  Commi t t ee ,  and  
the  adop t ion  of me thods  for  the  ana lyses  of fats,  oils, and  soaps. I t  is 
hoped  t h a t  t he  coming  yea r  will see these  me thods  p u n i s h e d  in a concise 
loose-leaf form,  t h a t  will  be  ava i lab le  to  all  who have  need  of them.  

W e  have  all  had  sufficient experience to  real ize the  t r u t h  Of the  s ta te -  
m e n t  t h a t  the  r e tu rns  we ob t a in  f rom a n y  a c t i v i t y  are  d e p e n d e n t  en t i re ly  
upon  our  in te res t  in it, a n d  the  energy  expended .  Th is  appl ies  ju s t  as  
sure ly  to  t he  societ ies of which we are  m e m b e r s  as to  our  da i ly  endeavors .  
T h e  A m e r i c a n  Oil Chemis t s '  Soc ie ty  is a growing body ,  and  the  r a p i d i t y  
and  scope of i ts  growth is en t i r e ly  d e p e n d e n t  upon  the  efforts of i ts  officers 
a n d  ind iv idua l  members .  Those  who have  once been  ac t ive  in i ts  work  
need  no urg ing  to  cont inue.  Those  who have  no t  been so for tuna te ,  we 
would  urge to  t a k e  an ac t ive  in te res t  a t  once, for the  m u t u a l  good which 
would  resul t .  Progress  will be has tened  b y  suggest ions and  cons t ruc t ive  
cr i t ic ism.  Give  someth ing  to  your  socie ty  a n d  t h e r e b y  benef i t  yourself .  

A. O. C. S. Committees for 1925-1926 

GOVERNING COMMITTEE : 
J. J. Vollertsen, Chairman 
R. H. Fash, Thos. B. CaIdwell, A. W. Putland, H. J. Morrison, L. M. Tolman, 
Dr. H. B. Battle, C. B. Cluff. 

REFEREE BOARD : 
Dr. David Wesson, Chairman 
C. B. Cluff, N. C. Hamner, Archibald Campbell, J. J. Vollertsen. 

Committees as Appointed by J. J. Vollertsen, Pres. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE : 
Mr. R. H. Fash, Chairman 
P. W. Tompkins, W. H. Irwin, L. F. Hoyt, Thos. B. Caldwell, J. C. P. Helm. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE : 
Dr. David Wesson, Chairman 
R. H. Fash, I. F. Laueks, H. J. Morrison, J. J, Vollertsen. 

UNIFORM METHODS COMMITTEE: 
F. B. Porter, Chairman. 

AMMONIA COMMITTEE AND SMALLEY FOUNDATION: 
H. C. Moorc, Chairman 
Dr. H. B, Battle, C. A. Butt, L. B. Forbes, W. J. Gascoyne, Jr. 

BASIC RESEARCH ,COMMITTEE : 
E. R. Barrow, Chairman 
Dr. David Wesson, L. M. Tolman, H. J. Morrison, P. S. Tilson. 
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OIL CHARACTERISTICS COMMITTEE: 
Dr. George S. Jamieson, Chairman 
H. P. Trevithick, W. H. Irwin, I. W. Bosart, Glenn H. Pickard. 

REFINING COMMITTEE : 
C. B. Cluff, Chairman 
H. P. Trevithick, E. R. Barrow, R. H. Fash, W. D. Hutchins. 

SPENT FULLER'S EARTH COMMITTEE: 
Peter P. Hindelang, Chairman 
P. S. Tilson, G. W. Agee, Dr. H. B. Batt le,  H. A. Nester. 

STANDARDIZATION OF LOVIBOND COLORIMETER: 
H. P. Trevithick, Chairman 
A. W. Putland,  J. D. Evans,  E- R. Barrow, E. M. James. 

COMMITTEE ON TItE ANALYSIS OF COMMERCIAL FATS AND OILS: 
W. D. Richardson, Chairman 
W. H. Irwin, Secretary, Paul Rudnick, J. J. Vollertsen, J. R. Powell, L. M. Tohnan,  
R. W. Bailey, H. J. Morrison, H. P. Trevithick, T. C. Law, C. P. Long. 

DETERGENTS COMMITTEE: 
Archibald Campbell, Chairman 
R. K. Brodie, C. P. Long, Percy H. Walker, J. R, Powell, R. E. Divine, H. P. 
Vermilya, W. J. Reese, H. S. Mitchell, E. T. Marceau, Dr. Mar t in  H. I t tner ,  
Dr. Jacob S. Goldbaum, Walter S. Rapelje, A. K. Church, F. W. Smither, L. F. 
Hoyt, H. C. Bennett .  

SuB-COMMITTEE ON THE DETERMINATION OF TttE DETERGENCY OF SOAP PRODUCTS: 
L. F. Hoyt, Chairman. 

SEED COMMITTEE: 
D. C. Picard, Chairman. 

MOISTURE COMMITTEE : 
P. S. Tilson, Chairman 
E. C. Ainslie, W. H. Irwin, J. P. Long, R. C. Hat ter .  

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Jnlle, J925. 


